Antibody drug conjugates in thoracic malignancies.
Antibody drug conjugates (ADCs) have the potential to alter the efficacy: toxicity ratio of cytotoxic therapy utilizing surface markers on cancer cells as antibody targets to preferentially deliver toxic payloads to tumor cells while limiting systemic toxicity. Multiple ADCs, differing in their antibody targets, cytotoxic payloads and linker molecules are currently being evaluated in non-small-cell lung cancer, small-cell lung cancer and malignant pleural mesothelioma. Here we review the available data in thoracic malignancies and the potential issues influencing the efficacy and toxicity of these approaches.